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INTRODUCTION

Dr.PatriziaSulis

>Accessto broadbandnetworkis increasinglyanessentialenablerto drivethe economicandsocial 
developmentof territories, increasingaccessto essentialservicesandcontributingto the numberof 
workplaces.However,broadbandavailabilityandperformancecansignificantlydiffer acrossEuropean 
regions,influencingthe abilityof peopleto seizeopportunitiesin the knowledgeeconomy.

> Theimprovement of Internet accessanddigitalconnectivityisa long-standingpolicypriority to improve
accessto servicesandovercomespatialdisparitiesin opportunitiesacrossdifferent regions:

Å In 2010, the Commissionestablisheddifferent target to be reachedsothat Europeancitizenscanhave
accessto Internet connection: everyEuropeanshouldhaveaccesstoΨōŀǎƛŎōǊƻŀŘōŀƴŘΩup to 30Mbps
by 2013, andover30Mbpsby 2020, with at least50%of citizenswith anInternet connectionover100
Mbps

Å In 2016, newtargetshavebeensetup for 2025, aimingat all households,regardlessof their degreeof
urbanisation,to haveaccessto at least100Mbps
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> Despitemanyefforts andfundingdedicatedto the scope:

Å In 2018,lessthan50%of EUpopulationlivingin ruralareaswouldhaveaccessto
a30Mbpsbroadbandcoverage.

Å A JRCreport from 2022showinghow targetsfor 2020werenot reachedin many
of the MemberStates,andthat a significantdigitaldivideexistedbetweenurban
andruralareasacrossall regionsin Europe.

Å However,improvementsin accessto fastbroadbandconnectionscanbe 
observedin the recentyearsacrossseveralEuropeanregions.



Previouswork:9th Cohesionreport, 2024

URBAN-RURALDIVIDE

Onecanobservehowregions 
with the capitalcitiesappearto 
showthe highestmeasured 
speedevenin countrieswith 
the lowestaveragespeed(see 
Greece,Cyprus,Croatia),with 
noticeableexceptionsin France, 
the Netherlands,Germany.

Sulis(2024)- Challengesand 
opportunitiesfor territorial 
cohesionin Europe(JRCreport)
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Previouswork: territorial disparities
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URBAN-RURALDIVIDE

Urbanareaspresentthe highest 
speedin broadbandconnection, 
revealinghow the areasalready 
mostconnectedin termsof 
physicalnetworks(i.e.,with 
roadsandrailways)arealsothe 
mostconnectedfrom the
digital point of view.

SulisandPerpiña(2022)-
Digitalconnectivityandthe 
urban-rural divide.



Objectiveof the report

Dr.PatriziaSulis

Å Toanalyseandmapspatialpatternsof accessto the broadbandnetworkacrossdifferent
areasin the EU27from 2019.

Å Thistype of analysisis critical to understandbetter the needsof different places,alsoin
termsof qualityof the broadbandconnection(i.e., broadbandspeed),andinform policy
of the presentsituation.

Å Tohighlightwhichareasto target throughplace-basedstrategiesandinitiatives.

Accessand,more importantly, adoptionof broadbandmight help to foster economicand 
socialdevelopment,particularly in rural areas,whereprivate investmentin Internet 
network infrastructure isgenerallylessappealingthan in morepopulatedareaslike cities.



Datadescription
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> Thedataprovidegeo-localisedreal-world measurementsof the networkperformances 
producedbyuserstestingtheir own Internetconnection(both fixedandmobileone) 
throughthe Speedtest®application.

Thedatacontainseveralattributesrelatedto the networkperformancefor both the fixed 
andthe mobilenetwork:

Å Thefixednetwork isanon-cellularconnectiontype(e.g.,Wi-FiandEthernet).
Å Themobilenetwork isacellularconnectiontype(e.g.,4GLTEand5GNR).

> SPATIALCOVERAGE:dataareavailablefor all the 27EUMemberStatesat grid level

> TEMPORALCOVERAGE:quarterlyupdatesfrom January2019to December2024



Figure01.Mediandownload 
speedfor the fixednetworkin 
the 27EUMemberStates.

Severaldifferencesin network 
performanceacrossdifferent 
countriescanbeobservedsince 
the beginningof the record 
availabilityin 2019.

Countriesgroupedin three 
maintrend groups.

1.Broadbandperformanceat nationallevel
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