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INTRODUCTION

Accesgo broadbandnetworkisincreasinglyanessentiakenablerto drivethe economicandsocial
developmentof territories, increasingaccesso essentialkervicesandcontributingto the numberof
workplacesHowever,broadbandavailabilityand performancecansignificantlydiffer acrossEuropean
regions,nfluencingthe ability of peopleto seizeopportunitiesin the knowledgeeconomy.

Theimprovementof Internetaccessanddigital connectivityis along-standingpolicypriority to improve
accesgo servicesaandovercomespatialdisparitiesin opportunitiesacrosdifferent regions:

A In 2010 the Commissiorestablishedlifferent targetto be reachedsothat Europgamvitizenscavn have
accesgo Internet connection everyEuropearnshouldhaveaccesdo W 0 | 6aNBG R oplioy3GRR\Mbps
by 2013 andover 30 Mbpsby 2020 with at least50%of citizenswith an Internet connectionover 100
Mbps

A In2016 newtargetshavebeensetup for 2025 aimingat all householdsregardlesf their degreeof
urbanisationto haveaccesdo at least100Mbps
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INTRODUCTION

Despitemanyefforts andfundingdedicatedto the scope:

A In2018,lessthan 50%o0f EUpopulationlivingin rural areaswould haveaccesgo
a 30 Mbpsbroadbandcoverage.

A A JRGeport from 2022showinghow targetsfor 2020were not reachedin many
of the Member Statesandthat a significantdigital divide existedbetweenurban
andruralareasacrossallregionsin Europe

A Howeverjmprovementsin accesso fastbroadbandconnectionscanbe
observednthe recentyearsacrossseveralEuropearregions.
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Previousvork: 9t Cohesiorreport, 2024
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Previouswvork: territorial disparities
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URBAMNRURADIVIDE

Urbanareaspresentthe highest
speedin broadbandconnection,
revealinghowthe areasalready
most connectedin terms of
physicalnetworks(i.e.,with
roadsandrailways)are alsothe
mostconnectedfrom the

digital point of view.

SulisandPerpina2022)-
Digitalconnectivityandthe
urban-rural divide.
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Objectiveof the report

A Toanalyseand mapspatialpatternsof accesgo the broadbandnetwork acrossdifferent
areasin the EL27from 2019

A Thistype of analysids criticalto understandbetter the needsof different places alsoin
terms of quality of the broadbandconnection(i.e., broadbandspeed)andinform policy
of the presentsituation

A Tohighlightwhichareasto targetthroughplacebasedstrategiesandinitiatives.
Accessand, more importantly, adoption of broadbandmight help to foster economicand

socialdevelopment,particularlyin rural areas,where private investmentin Internet
network infrastructure is generallylessappealingthan in more populatedareaslike cities.
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Datadescription
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Thedataprovidegeolocalisedrealworld measurement®f the network performances
producedby userstestingtheir own Internet connection(both fixedand mobileone)

throughthe Speedtest@pplication.

Thedatacontainseveralattributesrelatedto the network performancefor both the fixed
andthe mobile network:

A Thefixed networkis a non-cellularconnectiontype (e.g.,Wi-Fiand Ethernet).
A Themobilenetworkisacellularconnectiontype (e.g., 4GLTEand5GNR).

SPATIACOVERAG#Hataare availablefor all the 27 EUMember Statesat grid level

TEMPORACOVERAG#uarterlyupdatesfrom Januarn2019to Decembei2024
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1. Broadbandperformanceat nationallevel

Figure01.Mediandownload
speedfor the fixed networkin
the 27 EUMember States.

Severalifferencesn network
performanceacrosdifferent
countriescanbe observedsince
the beginningof the record
availabilityin 2019.

Countrieggroupedin three
maintrend groups.
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